
Wethersfield is committed to increasing use of clean, renewable energy and achieving 
significant reductions in energy usage and greenhouse gas emissions throughout Town. 
The Conservation Challenge is part of a comprehensive Town Energy Plan.

The actual Challenge period will be

March 1,  2010  to  May 31, 2010 
Awards will be presented to those with the greatest percentage reduction

in electricity and water use during the Challenge.

Wethersfield Green Summit III 
Conservation Challenge

!  Increased municipal clean energy 
purchases by 100%.

!  Approved solar panel installations on 
the Pitkin Community Center. 

!  Established the Wethersfield Citizenʼs 
Energy Conservation Advisory 
Committee to investigate energy usage 
and reduction.  
!  Funded consultants to review the Townʼs 
building usage, and develop a centralized 
database to track energy usage and costs.
!  Instituted a number of efficiency and 
clean energy upgrades for both Town and 
BOE buildings, including changing to more 
efficient lighting, using new lighting 
technology and energy efficient boilers.

!  Approved Constellation Energy for energy 
procurement at a 10.651 cent kWh rate 
beginning January 2010 for 2 years. 
!  Established an Energy Co-op to enable 
the purchase of electricity at a reduced rate 
for residents and businesses.

!  Began an analysis of all town vehicles, 
including monthly fuel costs, age of vehicle 
and options on vehicle replacement. 

!  Introduced tax incentives for solar 
installations and high efficiency cars.

!  Increased recycling to include milk 
cartons, fluorescent bulbs, electronics, and 
universal waste, such as batteries, waste oil,  
and metals.

!  Held Green Summit I in March 2008, 
providing a very successful forum for 
residents to express their ideas for a 
greener community,
!  Held Green Summit II-Energy Fair in 
November 2008, where 65 exhibitors and 
workshops provided products, services, and 
information on energy conservation.

THE GOALS:
!  SAVE money for 
the Town and its 
residents by helping to 
conserve vital 
resources. This will 
have a positive impact 
on our entire 
community and the 
environment. 

!  REDUCE 
electrical consumption 
and water usage by 
10% in participating 
schools, residences, 
commercial and 
industrial businesses, 
municipal buildings, 
and faith 
congregations.

!  CHANGE 
behavior toward 
energy consumption 
in the Wethersfield 
community.

     PLAN TO ATTEND AN EDUCATIONAL FORUM 

Wednesday, Jan. 13 ,7-9pm (snow date Jan. 27)
                                         OR

Thursday, Feb. 11 , 7-9pm (snow date Feb. 25)

Town Council Chambers, Wethersfield Town Hall, 505 Silas Deane Highway

Adv ice  and  Ass is tance  ava i lab le
CT Energy Efficiency Fund's (CEEF) WRAP program is available for low income residents (both 
rental and home owners) to obtain a free energy audit, replacement of all bulbs with CFLʼs and 
weatherization as required.
Home Energy Solutions, supported by the CEEF Program, provides home energy audits and some 
improvements for $75.
Businesses are encouraged to participate in the CEEFʼs Small Business Energy Advantage Program, 

Learn about financial incentives 
and available grant funds for 
residences and businesses.

Learn how to save at 
least 10% on electrical 
and water usage.

If you are one of the first 500 participants to sign up 
for the Challenge you will receive 2 free rain barrels 
and a kit filled with conservation and safety items.

Learn about 
free or discounted 
energy audits.

Our Town’s conservation 
accomplishments so far:

www.greensummitwethersfield.org

Conservation Challenge sign-ups will take place at either of the forums. 
Northeast Utilities has agreed to partner with Green Summit III at the forums. 



 and Transportation 
Warm enough :  Avoid long engine warm ups,  
                  30 to 40 seconds is plenty of time.
 An idle waste:   When waiting for longer than one minute, 

turn the engine off to save fuel. 
Easy does it:   Avoid revving your engine and rapid accelerations 
to allow your carburetor to function at peak efficiency, 

Jump in:   Car pool whenever possible.
 Push the pedals:  Try riding your bike or walking to town or to 
friends’ houses. You’ll feel great and save gas too.

Water 
Reduce the flow:   Install aerators on 
your faucets and showers to reduce 
water flow by 50%, while keeping water 
pressure high.
 
Wait until full:   Only run your 
dishwasher and washing machine with 
a full load.  Adjust the water level on the 
washer to suit your load size and use 
cool or warm settings to save energy. 

Water sparingly:   If you must 
water your lawn, do it in either 
early morning or late afternoon to 
reduce evaporation. 
Displace it:  Fill an empty soda 

bottle with water or use a brick and 
place it in your toilet tank to reduce the 
water used per flush.

     Recycling
Curb it:  For a complete, updated list of 
              Wethersfieldʼs recyclables visit: 

http://wethersfield.com/town-services/services-and-info/physical-services/recycling

or call 860-721-2845.

                           Collect it:  
         The MDC holds periodic collections for hazardous waste. 

Electricity 
Turn it off:  Turn off lights, monitors, computers, etc. when not in use. 
Unplug it:  Beware of phantom loads. TVs, VCRs, stereos, 
computers and kitchen appliances all draw some power when switched 
off. Unplug them or use a power strip to cut off all power to appliances.

Put it to sleep:  Screen savers do not save energy.  Adjust your 
computer to switch to sleep mode automatically or turn your monitor off 
manually when not in use. 

Switch to CFLs:  Compact fluorescent light bulbs save about 
50 percent on lighting costs compared to incandescent bulbs.
 
Invest in your future:   Buy Energy Star® labeled products, 
which can cut energy costs by up to 30 percent. 

Ditch the fridge:   Unplug, remove and recycle dormitory style 
refrigerators.  One dorm fridge is almost equal in operating costs to an 
18-cubic feet Energy Star® refrigerator. 
Turn ÒdownÓ the AC: Raise your AC thermostat to cut your cooling 
costs by 3% per degree or use a fan.

Home Heating
and Cooling 
Tune it:   Clean your furnace yearly 
to allow it to run more efficiently, 
saving money and ensuring 
healthier indoor air quality. 
Lower it:   Set 
your thermostat 
to 60° F when 
you are 
sleeping or 
away and to 
68° F or lower 
when you are 
at home to save about 10% or 
more on heating bills every winter. 
Pad it:  Check your attic and 
basement insulation and caulk 
windows and doors to hold in the 
heat and seal out leaks.

Here’s what you can do to meet 
the Wethersfield Green Summit III Conservation Challenge

And don’t forget... 


